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Journalism department chair Bill Loving asked to step down
Alexandria Scott
ALEXANORIASCOTT.M Dt^ MAIL.COM
The journalism department has been 
through three department heads in 
the past 10 years and previous de- 
partment chair Bill Loving joined the 
list when he was asked to step down 
by College o f Liberal Arts dean Unda 
Halisky last week. Halisky said she 
hopes to begin the search for a new 
journalism department chair in the 
hdl.
Halisky said she is unable to com­
ment on her reasons behind asking 
Loving to step down because she can 
not discuss the paniculars o f a per­
sonnel action. However, Loving said 
he believes her reasoning was influ­
enced by a senior faculty member.
Loving said he has declined the 
option to resign because resigning 
means he would waive his rights to 
“appeal and challenge decisions," and 
he will f i^ t  the decision by Halisky.
“The dean oflFered me the oppor­
tunity to resign as chair," Loving said. 
“I told her chat if  she didn’t want me 
as chair she’d have to Are me and 1 
wasn’t resigning. That’s pretty much 
how that conversation was ended."
In the meantime, graphic com­
munication department head Harvey 
Levenson will serve as “fiicilitator” to 
the department until a replacement is 
hired. As facilitator, Levenson will aid
the faculty in coming up with a mis­
sion statement for the depanment, 
create a positive image o f the depart­
ment and “assist in establishing a uni­
fied direction," as was reported in a 
department faculty meeting Aug. 9
During a meeting in mid-June, 
Halisky told the journalism depan­
ment faculty that she wasn’t sure 
about Loving’s ability to lead the de­
panment and was uncertain if Loving 
would continue as department chair. 
Loving said.
“Toward the end o f the school 
term the dean said that 1 as a chair 
was antagonistic and took sides in the 
depanment, that I was telling the fac­
ulty that it was ‘my way or the high­
way’ and that when I won I would 
rub people’s noses in it," Loving said. 
“When I asked the dean when I had 
done these things, she repeatedly re­
fused to give me any specifics.”
Halisky said Loving has done 
some fine things for the depanment. 
Instead, she said her main concern is 
with the depanment as a whole and 
the difficulty with the faculty get­
ting along. Halisky has mentioned 
to the faculty that if the depanment 
doesn’t settle it’s issues she will con­
sider moving the depanment to com­
munication studies. She said she has 
confidence that the faculty can come 
together and solve its issues.
“There are (alumni) that would 
be very unhappy about seeing the
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Bill Loving, who has been the journalism department chair for two years, was asked to step down Grom his position last 
week by College of Liberal Aits dean Linda Halisky. He has declined and said he will fight the decision.
program disbanded," Halisky said. 
“I think we can do it and I think all 
o f us will be better off, at least in the 
short term, where it is. If we have to 
move it then we will move it to a place 
where it will have a strong home.”
l/iving said that his biggest con­
cern is that Halisky has no vision of 
the department and that she will “de­
stroy the department rather than deal 
with the mess she’s created.”
“I believe in this department, 1
believe in the students," Loving said. 
“What we do here is important. What 
our grads do is important."
However, journalism senior Erica 
Bashaw said she has become distraa-
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Q & A  with Interim President Robert Glidden
Alexandria Scott
ALEXANDRIASCOTT.M O ^ M A I  L.COM
Cal Poly announced Robert Glidden 
as the new interim president after de­
ciding against offering the postion to 
the three candidates interviewed for 
presidency during the past year.
Glidden will come out o f retire­
ment to take on the position. Be­
fore retiring he served as president 
for Ohio University from 1994 to 
2004, where he oversaw more than 
six campuses, and served as provost 
and vice president o f academic affairs 
for Florida State University, as well as 
being a dean and a professor.
Glidden, originally from Iowa, 
received his B A ., M.A., and doctor­
ate in music from the University o f 
Iowa.
He spoke about his views o f Cal 
Poly and goals and expectations for 
both himself and the campus during 
his time in San Luis Obispo during a 
question and answer session.
W hat are you most excited 
about as being Cal Pbly*s interim 
president?
I’m very impressed with the uni­
versity and I’m pleased to be here and 
be a part o f it. It’s my first time as an 
interim president. I’ve given a lot o f 
thought to what an interim president 
does compared to a regular president. 
It’s a great opportunity for me to be a 
pan o f a really fine university.
W hat do you think about the 
e S U  system?
Well it’s a big system and it’s mis­
sion in California has been a very im­
portant one. I think the most chal­
lenging thing, which is regrenable 
right now, is there needs to be more 
capacity and fi^ k ly  there needs to be 
more money. Cal Poly cut down (on 
enrollment) because we are deter­
mined to maintain the same amount 
o f quality o f education. I think that 
it’s admirable that the stance has been 
taken. On the other hand, there is a 
great need that hasn’t been met. I’ve 
known a lot o f people firom this sys­
tem, but as far as the (CSU) system 
itself. I’m just beginning to learn.
How do you plan on upholding 
Cal Poly’s reputation?
That has to do more with faculty 
and staff and attention to students 
than the president*. I do have a lot o f 
national affiliation and connection.
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and by word o f mouth I can help to 
some extent on repetitional issues. 
My main thing is to do no harm. I’ll 
be listening to faculty and adminis­
tration to learn what things can be 
improved.
W hat is your interpretation of  
Icam by doing?
1 was a music student and mu­
sic involves learning by doing to a 
great extent.- I appreciate the fact 
that hands-on experience is the best 
kind o f learning. It’s easier to apply 
in some disciplines than others. I 
think it can be applied by any but 
in some it’s more obvious. The main 
thing about a university is you want 
students to be engaged in learning. 
Learn by doing is the best way to 
insure that engagement. It can ap­
ply and should apply to all students. 
A lot that we learn in the university 
is theoretical, but there are different 
aspects where you go to apply that 
personally. It helps students to know 
what they are good at. When people 
know that they are good at some­
thing, they go out in the world with 
confidence.
W hat are you expectations of 
see GlieUettf page 2
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students?
I always said I’d rather have B stu­
dents who really want to learn than 
A students who just want to get a de­
gree. 1 believe at Cal Poly we have A 
students who really want to learn and 
I will believe that until I’m proved 
wrong. On a lot o f campu.scs there 
arc an awful lot o f students who just 
want a degree and that’s not the way 
I am and not the way 1 want a uni­
versity to be. 1 want students who 
want to learn.
W hat are your expectations o f 
faculty?
Ih e  sense that I’ve gotten from ev­
eryone I’ve talked with is faculty here 
are very committed to students. I’ve 
been a part o f a university where fac­
ulty arc more interested in research 
than teaching, and 1 like that C>al 
Poly has more interest in students.
Do you‘ have any plans to im­
prove the relationship between 
student night life and the commu­
nity?
riiat’s a difficult issue on every res­
idential campus. It’s one with which 
I have some familiarity and some ex­
perience. You want students to have 
fun and have an active social life and 
so forth. I will do everything I can to 
encourage students to be responsible 
in their behavior and to be consider­
ate as citizens in a community. Even 
with the best intentions, parties can 
get out of control. I was the president 
o f a school that was ranked No.2 of 
party' schools by the Princeton Re­
view. We studied hard but, yes, we 
arc sociable. Communities then re­
act because they get disgusted by 
too much noise and student behav­
ior when the students have had too 
much to drink. A law like fih e  Un­
ruly Gathering Ordinance) can help 
a host kick people out. Commu­
nity reaction to students who don’t 
police their own behavior. I’m not 
condemning students —  you want 
students to have fun. When (people 
drink too much they don’t have good 
judgement and particularly when 
they’re in crowds. I am nor prudish 
o f such things but 1 do think it’s part 
o f the university’s responsibilities to 
teach students how to be responsible 
citizens. Think of it as giving you a 
reason to control the environment; 
the worst things happen when the 
hosts don’t have control.
How do you plan on improving 
the school?
A school is improved program- 
by-program and there are so many 
facets to that, like student programs 
and student life. What I’ll be do­
ing is listening to them and taking 
their advice and what changes can be 
made by what they say. I don’t plan 
on making large changes. I will listen 
to a lot o f people before I make any 
declaration. I know a lot about aca­
demic performance at Cal Poly, and 
I’m only beginning to learn about 
student life. I’m very impressed with 
Associated Students Inc., their re­
sponsibilities and how it works here. 
,I don’t have in mind any dramatic 
changes that I can put in right now. 
Often, when you’re moving in a di­
rection there arc oftch several pre­
liminary steps. I'll be listening to lots 
o f folks about that.
W hat major changes do you 
want to see at Cal Pbly?
I will try to be a consensus build­
er. I’d be foolish to say that I know 
enough yet to know what drastic 
changes need to be made.
W hat minor changes would you 
like to see a t Cal Poly?
1 don’t know that cither. One o f 
the things that Cal Poly is trying is
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to keep students on track to gradu­
ate on time. A main responsibility 
is to plan ro have course offerings so 
everyone will graduate on time. I’ve 
talked to Provost Robert Koob and 
I have great respect for him, and I 
think we’ve made changes in that as­
pect. We want to make certain that 
parents and students get the value 
they’ve invested fW: a quality educa­
tion that prepares you for life as well 
as well as a job and also does it in 
a timely fashion to make sure that 
college isn’t a career. There should 
be more incentives for people to 
graduate on time and that should be 
statewide —  not just at Cal Poly. To 
any extent that we are inefficient and 
can’t offer the courses students need 
to gradúate is our responsibility. We 
have a vciy' impressive retention rate 
and graduation rate at (3al Poly. I 
would like to be sure there is co-op 
with .academic affairs and student af­
fairs, so if a student isn’t happy and 
not adjusting well to college life that 
we find that out early and try to help 
them. Cal Poly has a 92 percent re­
tention rate —  a lot o f people are 
happy with 75 percent.
W hat is your favorite part about 
Cal Poly’s campus?
I he campus as a whole is fairly 
compact for as many students that 
there are here. I think the new stu­
dent recreation center is going to be 
great. The Performing Arts Center is 
a wonderful facility. 1 saw a number 
of the agriculture facilities and I was 
really impressed with a lot o f the wotk 
that was going on there. It’s hard for 
me to pick one favorite thing about 
the campus. I’ll have a better feeling 
when the students return and you get 
the vibrancy of the college campus.
How will you make students’ 
time at Cal Poly more enjoyable?
To keep them well enough be­
haved so they don’t have to pay $700 
in fines for the Unruly Gathering 
Ordinance. We need to make cer­
tain that students are fully engaged, 
not only in academics but socially as 
well. I’m a great believer in diversity 
and getting to know people with an 
entirely different background than 
your own. We learn by doing things 
togethet, whether it’s a project, play­
ing sports, playing music or acting, 
the best way to know about people 
is working with them to produce 
something.
W hat sports are you looking 
forward to watching at Cal Pbly?
I really enjoy sports; I played 
them in high school. I played basket­
ball until about 35 —  until my body 
couldn’t take it anymore. I love to 
play tennis now. Football, baseball, 
softball, basketball —  I don’t know 
how much time I’ll have to get to 
events but I’ll be there when I can 
to watch students perform. 1 want to 
see the performing arts students in 
action as well.
Do you play any instruments?
I did. I’ve given recitals on oboe, 
clarinet, bassoon and saxophone. I 
don’t practice anymore.
Will you perform them for staff 
and students?
That I do know the answer —  the 
answer is no. It would be an awe­
some embarrassment for us all. There 
are ample opportunities to make a 
fool o f yourself, and there is no point 
in going out o f your way and making 
those opportunities.
Favorite TV show?
The cleverest writers arc '‘Two 
and a Half Men." Those writers are 
so clever I ’d like to sit in one o f their 
conversations because I bet they just 
have a ball. It’s socially inappropri­




ed at times by the faculty’s issues. She 
has noticed problems in the depart­
ment and said the attitudes o f some 
of the faculty in the department have 
at times bordered on petty and un­
professional.
When the “Best For” edition o f the 
Mustang Daily came out, Bashaw’s 
journalism professor commented on 
“how silly and high school the (public 
relations) writing was,” Bashaw said.
“Every student wants to feel sup­
ported and respected by their profes­
sor,” Bashaw said. “When that doesn’t 
happen, it’s really unfortunate. That 
shouldn’t happen, faculty should be 
mentors and role models.”
Bashaw said in class some profes­
sors would discuss Hghts, arguments 
or talk about somebody not getting 
along with another. She said they did 
not mention names.
“It’s no secret that the journal­
ism department is dysfunctional,” 
she said. “The longer you’re here, the 
more obvious it becomes. It’s as if 
we’ve forgotten about the larger mis­
sion o f the journalism department.”
Recent Cal Poly graduate and for­
mer Mustang Daily arts editor Cass- 
sandra Keyse also said that she had 
experiences with professors voicing 
their disapproval about department 
issues in class and around the depart­
ment,
“As a student in Teresa’s class my 
last quarter o f college, she made nu­
merous comments about how she felt 
about the department so it was obvi­
ous,” Keyse said. “She didn’t have any 
sort o f censoring mechanism dur­
ing classes and it interfered with her 
teaching.”
Despite the obvious bickering, 
lx>ving said one thing that can’t 
change in the department is the facul­
ty’s priority to teach the students. He 
said the faculty has a mission to teach 
students and they should do that.
“The dean’s choices do not relieve 
us o f that obligation,” Loving said.
Her decision, he said, provides an 
opportunity for the journalism de­
partment to take a good hard look 
at how it operates and how the dean 
operates. Currently, the department 
is made up o f six ficulty members, 
making it hard to get a consensus to 
move forward, .said Less Serna, ad­
ministrative systems coordinator o f 
the journalism department.
“One (faculty member) his very 
strong political views that cloud and 
create a road block for any decision 
trying to be made,” she said. “An­
other (fiuulty member) can’t deal 
with change and is very resistant to 
change.”
Loving said Halisky is putting the 
department at jeopardy because of a 
strong friendship with senior faculty 
member Teresa Allen.
“I’m deeply disappointed the dean 
has put the department at jeopardy 
for the sake o f her friendship with 
Professor (Teresa) Allen,” Loving 
said. “This dean has perpetuated the 
dysfunction of the department.”
news
However, Halisky maintains that 
her relationship with Allen is no dif­
ferent than her relationship with any 
other professor.
“It is my pt)licy when faculty are 
unhappy I listen to them and I send 
them back to their department to try 
to work it out and that is what 1 did 
in the case o f Professor Allen," Hal­
isky said. “We are not and have never 
been social friends. We’re friendly but 
we don’t have a special relationship of 
any kind.”
Amid allegations that Halisky did 
not ask the opinions o f other faculty 
except Allen regarding Loving, Hal­
isky said she that has met with fac­
ulty three different times —  the first 
in mid-June, second in early July and 
the third in early August —  but would 
not go into detail about what was dis­
cussed at the meetings. She said she 
asked the faculty what was working 
in the department, what wasn’t work­
ing and what Loving is doing well 
and what he can improve on.
As for the reaction o f the students, 
Halisky said she expects uncertainty 
and concern but is not anticipating 
a huge impact. She plans on meeting 
with the students in the fall and to­
gether with the faculty, presenting a 
“united fix>nt” that shows the faculty 
has moved forward from their dis­
agreements. She also plans to allow 
students to ask questions.
Halisky’s plan for the faculty to 
move forward and passed the quarrel­
ing is for them to solve their problems 
together as a group. Benchmarks will 
still be set up but Halisky said she has 
not decided on a timeline.
“If they are committed to the 
student and the betterment of the 
department I hope this will prevail,” 
Halisky said. “These are grown ups; 
they have expressed this commitment 
to (the students) and this program 
and I’m trusting them."
The faculty’s previous goal of be­
ing accredited will now be long-term, 
Halisky said. F.mphasis will now go 
toward building a stronger program 
th.it uses the opportunities (!!al Foly 
provides, embrace it’s potential and 
move on.
However, Bashaw .said real thought 
needs tt> be taken before the depart­
ment can move forward.
“If we hope to see any improve­
ment in the journalism program we 
need to really think through these 
manic changes in leadership,” Bashaw 
said.
Levenion, who was previously a 
deparcmenc chair at La Roche College 
in Pittsburgh, Penn, and has 28  years 
experienoe as a department chair, said 
he will serve basic duties such as sign­
ing papen and being a voice for the 
journalism department. He will pro­
vide advice for the journalism faculty 
if they wanted to listen to it, he said.
“My p^osophy is the way to get 
things done is to surround yourself 
with good people,” Levenson said. 
“Let them do what they do and sup­
port them; get the job done without 
interfering.”
Leticia R t^ gu ez also contrihuted 
to this article.
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Four local dance companies collaborate in ‘JumpBrush’
Alexandria Scott
A L£XAN D RlASCO TT.M D (^M A IL.COM
Cal Poly will become a “dance desti­
nation” this weekend when four local, 
professional dance companies teach, 
practice and perform together for the 
hrst time in JumpBrush, a pacific coast 
dance convergence. The four featured 
dance companies are Ballet Theatre 
San Luis Obispo, Civic Ballet o f San 
Luis Obispo, Deyo Dances and Vari­
able Velocity Performance Group.
The “big four” have been planning 
JumpBrush for over a year-and-a-half, 
festival coordinator, Tanya Tolmasoif, 
said. She hopes the festival will create 
awareness for the dance companies 
and bring the local dancers from dif­
ferent companies together for the first 
time, she said.
“We have a small community with 
four diverse and strong companies,” 
she said. “The dancers don’t know 
each other and it’s a really cool op­
portunity for them to finally dance 
together.”
People will get a broad range of 
what dance looks like on the central 
coast and JumpBrush is one more op­
portunity for people to go someplace 
they already know is beautifiil, direc­
tor o f Deyo Dances Lisa Deyo said.
“For the population we have an 
extraordinary number o f dancers,” 
she said. “When people are perform­
ing in Los Angeles then San Francisco 
it’s much nicer if they can stop and do 
a gig in between; if we can get that 
reputation going fixim dance as well 
wc all benefit.”
,i The three ijights and two days of 
dance fistivities leaps into action with 
a performance by Oberlin Dance Col­
lective (O DC) San Francisco in the 
Christopher Cohan Performing Arts 
Center (PAC) at 8 p.m. tonight.
“OEXZ will blow everyone’s 
minds,” Tolmasoif said. “It’s a modern 
type of dance with a very strong bal­
let background and technique. They 
arc phenomenal -  the best in Califor­
nia.”
Friday and Saturday will be sched­
uled with classes, workshops and 
lectures. The classes are intended for 
intermediate dancers ages 13 and up, 
but everyone is encouraged to come 
sit and watch in on any o f the collab­
orative activities and interactive work­
shops, Tolmasoif said.
“People can come see the danc­
ers training which is really rare be­
cause they are kept separate from the 
public,” Tolmasoif said. “Watching 
classes is equally as valuable to taking 
a class.”
To dance in a class a b  carte is $ 15 
while watching is $5. It’s not only 
dancers from each company who will 
be coming to do classes, Tolmasoif 
said.
“People will be coming to dance 
from all over California, Colorado, 
Utah, Seattle and Oregon,” Tolmasoif 
said.
Co-artistic director for Variable 
Velocity Performance Group Diana 
Stanton will be leading the moving 
mural that will involve all o f the danc­
ers at JumpBrush, she said.
“All o f the dancers will be a part of 
a mural that goes around the PAC,” 
she said. “It’s structured improv that 
will make visual arts out o f (the danc­
ers) bodies.” The mural will begin at 7 
p.m. Friday.
Stanton will also be teaching mod­
ern dance this weekend and hopes 
that more people will sec her com­
panies style o f dance and like it, she 
said.
“Our company focuses a lot on 
athletic complex movement,” she said. 
“We make up a lot o f our own dance 
moves; you jump and spin and crash 
and roll on the floor. You use your 
arms in ways that look un-balleiic, it’s 
about putting ideas into movement.”
Deyo said she will be teaching clas­
sic ballet with an emphasis on music.
“1 will work on people’s cleanliness 
of the technique but encourage them 
to keep moving and have their spirit 
and body moving and to remember 
dancing as a kid,” she said. '
Saturday night, the four dance 
companies will be on stage together










“JumpBrush” kicks off tonight at the PAC with a performance from San 
Francisco-based Oberlin Dance Collective. The festival continues with dance 
performances, workshops, classes and lectures over the course of the weekend.
for the first time in a two-act perfor­
mance that will end with a structured 
improvisational dance with all of the 
performers on stage at the same time. 
They will be performing to three differ­
ent sections played on the Forbes Pipe 
Organ.
“You can feel the organ through the 
floor -  it’s fantastic,” Tolmasoif said. 
“We chose three different sections of 
music that arc very different from each 
other to give the organ a fantastic ven­
ue to show off what it can do and to 
also show the different types of music 
it creates and inspires."
It will be on o f the highlights of 
the festival, Deyo said. The overall ar­
chitecture of the final performance is 
structured timing-wise with the move­
ment but the dancing isn’t struaured.
“Like any song you hear, you get
familiar with it and you know what 
happens with the music," she said. 
“Wc use the structure o f the music to 
make a structure o f the dance.”
A dance party will take place in the 
pavilion in the PAC after the perfor­
mance, Tblmasoff said. She encour­
ages everyone to come dance and ask 
questions, she said.
The O D C  performance begins at 
8 p.m. with doors opening at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $28 for general admission. 
Prices for participating dancers are 
$15-$20 for classes, $10 for work­
shops, and $.30 for p>crformanccs. 
Prices for observers arc $5 for classes, 
$5 for workshops, and $30 for perfor­
mances. All arc held throughout the 
day on Friday and Saturday in the 
PAC, Spanos Theater, the dance stu­
dio, and Harmon Hall.
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Graphie style of ‘Scott Pilgrim’ goes overboard, on purpose
Rene Rodríguez
MCCLA.TCHY NEWSPAPERS
“I don’t think overwhelming the 
audience is necessarily a bad thing,” 
opines the British fílmmaker Edgar 
Wright, “Sometimes people get so 
used to bland, microwaved films, 
they crave to be lulled into the same 
pace and structure. I hope it’s a good 
thing if a him feels fresh and differ- 
ent.
Wright is about to hnd out if hir 
thesis holds true. After directing the 
king o f all zombie comedies (“Shaun 
o f the Dead”) and a hilarious de- 
construction o f the Hollywood 
buddy-cops genre (“Hot Fuzz”), the 
hlmmakcr has returned with “Scott 
Pilgrim vs. the World,” which opens 
Friday. This wild, breakneck picture 
—  a cross between a teenage rom- 
com, a superhero adventure and a 
live-action “Street Fighter” video 
game —  tells o f an amiable, 22-year- 
old Toronto slacker (Michael Cera) 
who falls for the enigmatic, out-of- 
his-league Ramona (Mary Elizabeth 
Winstead).
But as soon as the couple starts 
going out, Ramona’s romantic bag­
gage, in the form o f her seven evil 
exes, interrupts their bliss. Each old 
flame challenges Scott to a duel to 
the death, the fights becoming pro-
grcssivcly more difflcult.
Fortunately, although Scott ap­
pears to be just an aimless, skinny 
guitarist waiting for his life to begin, 
he also has superpowers. Based on 
the six-issue graphic novel by Bryan 
Lee O ’Malley, “Scott Pilgrim vs, the 
World” is a singular mixture o f com­
edy, fantasy, kung-fu and garage rock, 
all cranked to 11. Beginning with 
some truly trippy opening credits, 
Wright uses every conceivable tool in 
his filmmaking arsenal to depict the 
world through Scott’s contemporary, 
geeky, fantasy-prone eyes.
“Scott Pilgrim vs. the World” 
also comes closer to duplicating the 
experience o f reading a comic book 
than any other adaptation that has 
come before. The screen often splits 
into panels; text balloons float in the 
foreground; words like “Plok!” and 
“Thop!” pop up when people punch 
•^ each other. Flying, telekinesis and 
impromptu swordfighting are nor 
uncommon. Occasionally, animation 
takes over. In one shot, a character’s 
facial features are suddenly replaced 
by an emoticon.
“’Scott Pilgrim’ is taking all the 
media young people consume and 
trying to find an equivalent cinemat­
ic language,*] says Peter Debruge, a 
senior film critic for Variety. “Manga 
Japanese comics, video games, comic
COURTESY PHOTO
Scott Pilgrim rocks it out in the amazing story of one romantic slackers quest to 
power up with love in the action-comedy, “Scott Pilgrim vi. the World.”
books, even the vernacular for text 
messages and Twitter —  they’re all 
blended in a way we’ve never seen 
before, which is extremely exciting.” 
But Debruge also feels the relent­
less in-your-face style o f the film 
overwhelms the story and characters.
“To young people, boredom is 
the worst possible thing anyone can 
sTiffer from,” he says. “So this movie 
gives you a kind o f attention deficit 
disorder-filmmaking that throws 
everything at you at once. The pace 
is where 1 think the generation gap 
comes in. As innovative as this film 
is, it becomes exhausting to people 
past a certain age.”
Michael Bacall, who co-wrote 
“Scott Pilgrim” with Wright (in close 
collaboration with O ’Malley), says 
he and the director were aware o f the 
potential to push things roo far and
risk alienating a segment o f the wide 
audience at which the film is aimed.
“We were aware it would skew 
younger, but at the same time we 
worked really hard to make the love 
story something that anyone could 
identify with,” Bacall says. “In terms 
o f the underlying video game mythol­
ogy throughout the movie, we’re at a 
point in history where several gen­
erations have nostalgia touchstones 
for video games they grew up with. 
We tried to touch on every era o f the 
gaming culture, which at this point a 
lot o f people can identify with.”
Wright first heard of “Scon Pil­
grim” at a 2004 screening of “Shaun 
of the Dead,” where executive pro­
ducers Jared LeBoff and Adam Siegel, 
who had acquired the screen rights to 
the comic, gave him the first issue in 
the series.
Wright defends the rapid-fire pac-' 
ing o f the movie —  even some of the 
simple conversation scenes feel like 
fight sequences —  by pointing to 
previous films that successfidly tested 
the audience’s stamina to keep up, I 
such as “Run Lola Run.” |
“The dialogue is really sharp in» 
the book, and I like screwball com­
edy timing, so I wanted to make the 
dialogue pretty rat-tat-tat, even when 
the characters aren’t making jokes,” 
he says. “But that’s nothing new. T V  
shows like ‘The Simpsons’ or ‘Arrest­
ed Development’ or ‘30 Rock,’ they 
have the pacing of a Marx brothers 
movie. Some o f the comedies made 
in the 1930s were paced incredibly 
fast. It’s really a matter o f not talk­
ing down to the audience. Once you 
establish your pace, they get up to| 
speed pretty fast."
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Muslims unfairly denied equal construction rights
Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf, the Mus- a beachhead in a much more danger- 
lim clergyman who wants to build a ous war. “America is experiencing an
cultural center and prayer room two Islamist cultural-political offensive
blocks north o f Ground Zero, has designed to undermine and destroy
repeatedly denounced Islamist ter- our civilization,” he wrote, 
rorism. He admonishes members o f Islamists, Gingrich warned, want 
his congregation to be, in his words, to impose Muslim religious law, or
“both good Americans and good Sharia, on the entire world, includ-
Muslims." He’s not an ally o f Osama ing rhe United States. As his main 
bin Laden; he’s an adversary. example, he cited a 2009 New Jersey
Still, it was predictable that some trial in which aMuslim man accused
New Yorkers who lost loved ones 
on 9/11 would object to building a 
Muslim institution so near the site
of assaulting his wife claimed his 
actions were allowed under Sharia. 
Amazingly, a lower court judge ac-
o f their tragedy. They’re entitled to cepted that defense; an appeals court 
their feelings, and a cultural center reversed the decision. A “cultural-po- 
that hopes to bridge gaps among litical offensive”? Sounds more like a 
Muslims, Christians and jews needs long-shot argument by one criminal 
to take those feelings into account. defendant and a dumb decision by 
But they’re not entitled to make their one lower-court judge. If that’s 
feelings a basis for discriminatory Gingrich’s best case, judeo- 
government action. Christian civilization has noth-
The controversy extends far be- ing to fear, 
yond the question o f whether a just in case, though, the 
mosque should be built so near Oklahoma state legislature
Ground Zero. Movements to deny has approved a ballot mca- 
Muslims the right to build houses o f sure this fall to make it clear
that Muslim law is not a val­
id legal authority in the 
Sooner State.
No mat-
worship have sprung up all over the 
country —  from Suren Island, N.Y., 
to Murfreesboro, Tenn. and Temecu­
la, Calif., as well. (Temecula is 2,407 
miles from Ground Zero.)
And they’re being abetted 
by politicians a long way from 
^New York —^ including two
who may run for president in 2012 ter how the war on terror turns out, 
who have seized the opportunity we’ll always have Tulsa.
to declare themselves defenders of 
Western civilization against militant 
Islam.
First came former Alaska (iov. 
Sarah Palin, who called the planned 
mosque in New York “a stab in the 
heart” and demanded that “peaceful 
Muslim.s” prove their good intentions 
by agreeing with her. Tben came for­
mer House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
o f Georgia, who managed to make 
Palin sound like a moderate. Ciing- 
rich said the Manhattan mosque was
What’s seriously wrong here is 
this: Ihc .soapbox tru.sadcrs are turn­
ing our hght against a small hand of 
Muslim extremists into exactly what 
bin Laden wants it to be —  a clash 
between all Muslims and the West.
Iherc’s a civil war going on inside 
Islam, and it’s between modernizers 
like New York’s Abdul Rauf, who 
want to reconcile Mu.slim life with 
Western tolerance, and radicals like 
Bin I.adcn, who don’t.
George W. Bush and Barack
Obama don’t agree on much, but “We don’t carry the burden of being 
they do agree that the best way to a mosque that likely is funded by for- 
win the war on terror is to convince eign countries.”)
Muslim moderates that reconcilia- For a reality check, I talked with 
tion is possible and to help them win a wise New Yorker: Rabbi Brad
in Islam’s civil war. Hirschfield, president o f the Nation-
But the message from those who al Jewish Center for Learning and 
don’t want to allow American Mus- Leadership. Hirschfield knows Abdul 
lims to build their mosques sounds Rauf and considers him a genuine 
more like this: We don’t care how moderate.
moderate you say you are. If  you’re a “The rumor-mongering that he’s 
devout Muslim, we think you’re part some kind o f agent for Islamists is 
o f a fifth column aimed at destroying utterly different from everything 
our civilization. I know about him,” the rabbi said.
Back to New York for a moment. “With this (cultural center) project, 
Abdul Raufs less scrupulous critics he’s proposing a spiritual response to 
charge, with no apparent evidence, a spiritual problem. This (9/11) was 
that he’s “linked” (n some fashion to Islamic terror. He’s trying to use the 
terrorists. Do they imagine that the tradition to correct itself.”
FBI wouldn’t have figured that out if But Hirschfield worries that the 
it were true? His more scrupulous process has gone off the rails and that
critics toss out broader political instead o f the interfaith unucistand- 
objections: He hasn’t specifical- ing that Abdul Rauf hoped to fos- 
ly condemned Hamas; he sup- ter, there may be bitterness on both 
ported the seaborne protesters sides.
w h o  .sought to break If Abdul Rauf wants his cultural 
blockade center to become an instrument of 
reconciliation, he’s got plenty 
of work to do. The question is 
whether outside agitators like 
Gingrich and Palin have made 
that impossible.
The critics claim that building a 
mosque at 51 Park Place would be a 
victory for Islamist extremism. They 
o f the Gaza Strip; he isn’t a fervent have it exactly backward, 
supporter o f Israel. One other com- If American Muslims arc allowed 
plaint: Abdul Rauf hasn’t revealed to build mosques only where Chris- 
who all o f his donors are. tians and Jews arc gracious enough
It’s hard to di-sagrex: with that one; to allow, we will be proving the Is-
who wouldn’t like to know where lamists' point that the West is every
BARRIE MAGUIRE n ew sa r t
the money is coming from? But 
even here, there’s a double standard 
at work. Churches and synagogues 
aren’t required to identify their do-
Muslim’s enemy. If this mosque is 
blocked by popular prejudice or po­
litical demagoguery, that’s when bin 
l^dcn will claim a second viaory —
nors. Gingrich doesn’t identify his in the shadow, as they say, o f Ground 
contributors cither. (“Our donors Zero,
have an expectation that we won’t
disclo.se their names,” Gingrich John Kass is a  columnist fo r  the 
spokesman Rick Tyler explained. C hicafp Tribune.
Nobody cakes the College o f Liberal 
Arts at Cal Poly seriously to begin 
with. Hopefully Linda Halisky will 
step down next so these failed dc- 
partments/coilege will make some 
real progress.
—  D urk
In response to "BREAKING: B ill Lop­
ing asked to step down as journalism
dept head"
I have only completed my freshman 
year at Cal Poly as a journalism major. 
I did not have Loving for any classes, 
bur I did talk to him a couple times 
about what cla.sses I should take, and
I found him to be very nice and help­
ful. He seemed to be very well liked 
by my other journalism professors 
(I did not have Alien if anyone has 
heard about that situation), as well as 
by the students. I think he was really 
able to relate to students well and it 
is a shame he will not be there when 
I go back next year.
— Ann
In response to "BREAKING: B ill Loving 
asked to step down as journalism  dept.
head"
I al.so disagree with Daniel about 
Comic Sans. It is because it’s casual 
and light-hearted that I love it. Perhaps 
I’d fed differendy if I were in highway 
construction or government, but I’m 
a tech writer and use Comic Sans in 
instant messaging ail the time. Some­
one menrioned Amienne. I do think 
it’s a beautiful font, but it’s also hard
to read. I tried it out and had to blow 
it up to 18 point to be at all legible for 
me, but the person I was chatting with 
said it was very hard to make out. So I 
switched back to Comic Sans!
—  Dims Everette 
In response to "I hate Comic Sans: a  
typophiles rant against the kindergarten
font"
This column was amazing for me. 
Tm a bisexual and I am scared to tell 
some o f my friends because I’m afraid 
o f what they will think o f me because 
o f the stereotypes. My, mom is one 
o f these people who believe in these 
stereotypes and believe that being bi­
sexual is just a fad so I appreciated 
when you talked about that. Bisexu­
als have been morfed into the slutty 
category because o f stupid people 
who make out with everyone in pub-
lic but I’m not one o f chose people. 
I told one o f  my friends about this 
and she started ignoring me and not 
inviting me to slccpovers because she 
was afraid that I would hit on all o f 
them, just because I’m bi does not 
mean that I’m going to hit on you. 
Do straight people flirt and hit on 
every person from the opposite sex? 
No and neither do 1.
—  Stephanie
In response to "Bisexual doesn’t ecfual
shitty"
N O T E : The Mustang Daily f e a ­
tures select comments that are unit- 
ten in response to articles posted on­
line. Though not all the responses are 
printed, the Mustang Daily prints 
comments that are coherent and fo s ­
ter intelligent discussion on a given 
subject. No overcapitalization, please.
www.mustangdaily.net 
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7 Its motto is 
“Semper 
paratus”: Abbr.
I I  BonotX), for one
14 You can count 
on It
15 Kelly of “Live 
With Regis and 
Kelly”
16 Word with band 
or sand
17 Command to a 
French





22 Uccello who 
painted “The 




27 City south of
Luxor









T y ler___ *
38 Move like mud





43 Author who 
famously ended 
a short story 
with the lirw 
“Romance at 
short notice was 
her specialty’
44 Cell on a slide
46 Command to a 
German 
composer on a 
baseball 
diamond?
49 Lessen, as fears
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[ s o n
55 Czar of Russia 
between 
Feodors
57 Initials at sea
60 Snap. Crackle or 
Pop
61 Command to an 
Austrian 




65 Adm. Zumwalt, 











1 Injures with a 
pencil, say
2 Somewhat
3 Unlike a go- 
getter




7 What an addict 
fights
8 Symbol of 
simple harmonic 
motion












26 Relative of an
aardwolf
MuoiaeyWMNM«0W
27 Make one’s own
28 Truth, archaically
29 1939 title role for 
Frank Morgan
31 Like much poetry
32 1964 title role for 
Anthony Quinn
33 Hungarian wine 
35 Hearty helpings
of meat loaf, say
40 “Go ahead"
41 It may be + or -
43 Moved, as a 
horse's tall
45 “But of course!,* 
in Marseille
47 Symbol of 
strength
48 Device making a 
53-Down .
52 T ittle" digit
53 Sound made by 
a 48-Down






5 9  _______ terrier
62 Hearty quaff
63 Take in slowly
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Football takes field for fall camp
NICK CAMACHO MUSTANG DAILY FILE PHOTO
Quarterback (above) Tony Smith passed for 1618 yards last year, just 342 less than Jonathan Dally in his senior season.
Brian De Los Santos
MUSTANGDAILYSPORTS^MAI L.COM
It may be less than a month before 
football season starts, but the biggest 
question surrounding the C!al Poly 
football team is still unanswered.
Will it be quarterback Andre 
Broadous or Tony Smith who leads 
Cal Polys offense this September?
As the team awaits head coach Tim 
Walshs decision in their first week of 
practice, either Smith or Broadous 
will be trying to help a program re­
bound from one o f the worst seasons 
o f the decade —  at least on paper.
Cal Poly went (4-7) last season, 
finishing at the bottom of the Great 
West. The Mustangs couldn’t win a 
single game on the road and finished 
outside o f the national polls for the 
first time since 2003 —  while also' 
suffering their first losing season 
since 2002.
“It’s a team game and it’s about 
winning,” Walsh said. “We arc going 
to try to do the best thing that’s going 
to give this team the opportunity to 
win as many games as it can.”
In some eyes, there really shouldn’t 
be a debate. Last season, it was the 
job o f Smith, a man who led his team 
last season against opponents like 
San Jose State, Sacramento State and 
Ohio, while throwing for 1618 yards 
—  just 342 less Jonathan Dally in his 
senior season —  in 11 stans. Not to 
mention, he will be heading into this 
season as a senior.
“Tony, he knows the game really
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well. 1 mean he knows all his checks, 
he knows all his audibles, and he is 
real smart with the ball,” Broadous 
said. “He is a great student o f the 
game.”
Yet the job of a staning quarter­
back is never safe. Standing behind 
him is Broadous, a player who —  
whenever he starts —  may have one 
o f the most highly anticipated debuts 
recent years. At Gram High School, 
the Oregon native racked up 6 ,000 
yards o f total offense in his junior 
and senior seasons combined. His 
style mirrors the prototypical triple­
option quarterback —  a shifty run­
ner with tons o f speed and moves that 
will make fans sund on their feet.
“Playmaker,” starting comerback 
Asa Jackson said. “That’s the first 
thing that comes to my mind when 
you see (Broadous). He is one of 
those guys that you have to account 
for running the ball on every single 
play. And that’s a killer.”
At his —  or Smith’s —  disposal 
will be eleven offensive players who 
staned at least five games last year. 
Returning will be most o f the offen­
sive line, wide receiver Dominique 
Johnson and hillbacks Jake Romanel­
li and Jordan Yocum among others. 
Not to mention potential playmak- 
ers K.J. Cusack and Mark Rodgers 
could creep their way onto the field 
to make some noise.
But regardless o f whatever offen­
sive personnel the Mustangs throw 
onto the field, it is going to take a 
team effort to get past last season’s 
numbers. Defensive playmakers like 
Asa Jackson, linebacker Kenny Jack- 
son and linebacker Marty Mohamed 
are going to try to help this team re­
bound as well —  on the other side 
o f the ball.
“This year, this team is going to be 
a huge defensive factor,” Mohamed 
.said, “ I am going to make sure o f 
that. This defense is going to be one 
o f the best defenses in the entire na­
tion. As a leader and the defensive 
captain 1 am going to make sure that 
everything we do as a defen.se is per­
fect... we arc not going to quit.”
Mohamed may have his work cut 
out for him. Eight defensive start­
ers rcturn from last y a is  squad, but
last season’s defense was an over­
worked group decimated by inju­
ries. It was a defense who gave up 
over 3b [>oints in four games and 
more than 400 yards of offense on 
six occasions, while also letting four 
halftime leads slip and turn into 
losses.
“1 look back at last season, if 
there was one disappointment it 
was that we as a program had, we 
didn’t finish,” Walsh said. “And 
in the game o f football, with the 
schedule that we play, if we don’t 
start well and we don’t finish well, 
we’re going to struggle.”
Cal Poly plays two home games 
to Stan the season, but may not have 
full attendance due to the academic 
calendar. By the time fall quancr 
begins. Cal Poly will be in the third 
week of its season. In week two, (!^  
Poly will face off against Montana
—  a team who went undefeated a 
year ago and rode their hot hands 
all the way to the PCS champion­
ship, falling to Villanova 23-21.
Three weeks after that. Cal Poly 
will travel to Fresno State —  a usu­
al WAC contender who very well 
could have a strangle hold on the 
crown on the conference if Boise 
State were out o f the picture —  in 
the third game o f a five game road 
trip.
Then the Mustangs return home 
for three o f their last four games 
and host rival UC Davis in the final 
game o f the 2010 season.
Opponents aside, (Dal Poly will 
be aiming for one thing come Sep­
tember. There will be no talk o f 
national championships, national 
rankings, or all-conference teams
—  the only thing Walsh wants 
his team to focus on is where they 
stand come November.
“Our goal period, end o f state­
ment, is to win the great west,” 
Walsh said. “We are not going to 
look past that. If  we go above and 
beyond that that’s great, but our job 
this year is to win the Great West 
championship, beat UC Davis here 
on the last week o f the season and 
whatever happens after that hap­
pens.”




LOS ANGELES —  Dillon Baxter, 
u s e ’s prized freshman running 
back, has been sus(>ended for next 
month’s season opener at Hawaii 
for violating team rules, (Doach 
Lane Kiffin said Wednesday.
“This is a very, very severe pun­
ishment but it was imperative to 
make a strong message, especially to 
our first group of freshmen our first 
year here, and potentially the most 
talented player o^ i the team, that we 
have high standards for our players 
on and off the field,” Kiffin said.
Baxter, from San Diego, enrolled 
at u s e  in January and made several 
highlight plays during spring prac­
tice, including a spectacular run in 
the Trojans’ final scrimmage at the 
Coliseum. He has figured promi­
nently in the Trojans’ plans.
Kiffin declined to say what 
team rules Baxter had broken. Bax­
ter was unavailable for comment 
Wednesday, one day after he spent 
two praaices on the sideline going 
through a series o f punitive condi­
tioning drills.
On Tuesday morning, while 
teammates practiced, Baxter and 
freshman receiver Markeith Ambles 
ran, rolled on the turf and did cal­
isthenics.
Afterward, Kiffin told reporters 
the players were being punished for 
being “late for something.” Ambles 
participated in the evening work­
out, but Baxter was again relegated 
to the sideline where he performed 
more punitive drills.
Asked afterward why Baxter was 
still being punished and doing ex­
ercises while Ambles participated, 
Kiffin told reporters; “There’s just 
things that you have your opinion 
on o f whether people make mis­
takes, whether people make choices
on purpose. And so I felt Markeith 
it was more o f a mistake and 1 felt 
Dylan’s was more severe.”
la te  Tuesday night, the Los An­
geles Times asked Kiffin if Baxter’s 
punishment was related to a USC 
Department o f Public Safety incident 
report filed at 2:47 a.m. Tuesday. It 
indicates officers were at Fluor Tow­
er, where USC players are housed for 
the first few weeks of training camp, 
when an incident occurred.
“A student was cited to Judicial 
Affairs for violating a team curfew 
and being under the influence o f a 
controlled substance,” the report said. 
Neither Baxter nor any other player is 
named in the report.
Kiffin said Tuesday night that he 
was unaware of any report and de­
clined again to specify why Baxter 
was not allowed to practice. Asked 
if he was aware o f an incident in the 
dorm involving Baxter, Kiffin re­
sponded, “Depending on what you 
call an incident.” He later met in his 
office with Baxter.
Asked Wednesday after the Tro­
jans’ morning walkthrough if the 
report related to Baxter, Kiffin and 
other school officials declined to 
comment, citing privacy issues that 
prevent them from speaking publicly 
about students that have been cited 
to the school’s Office o f Judicial Af­
fairs.
But a source with knowledge of 
the situation said Baxter was the un­
named individual in the report and 
that officers smelled marijuana in the 
dormitory. The source, unauthorized 
to speak publicly about the mattec, 
requested anonymity.
Kiffin said Baxter would resume 
practice with the team Wednesday 
afternoon. Asked if Baxter would ac­
company the Trojans to Honolulu, 
Kiffin said, “I do not know that. I’m 
still looking at that and we have plen­
ty o f time to decide that."
• MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE
If quarterback Matt Barkley was looking for help from freshman running back 
Dillon Baxter in USC's season opener, he may be sorely disappointed.
